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oral histmy project th,r captures th, stmics of
women lawyers who have shattered glass ceilings, forced
open doors, and blazed the trail for others is on the cusp
of achieving its founders' goal of archiving 100 interviews.
Over a decade in the making and run under the tute
lage of the American Bar Association (ABA), the Women
Trailblazers in the Law Project is a compilation of inter
views with pioneering women who entered the legal
profession in the 1960s or earlier and made significant
contributions to the law and to other women in the pro
fession. The interviewees represent "all areas of the legal
profession: the judiciary, academia, law firms, government,
corporations, and public interest organizations."
The project, the brainchild of Brooksley Born, a retired
partner at Arnold & Porter LLP, and Linda Ferren, exec
utive director of the Historical Society for the District
of Columbia Circuit, aims to memorialize the stories of
these women lawyers "in their own voices" and to preserve
their experiences and observations for future generations.
In 2004 Born and Ferren were discussing the Histori-

cal Society's oral history project when Ferren noted the
small number of women interviewees. "I pointed out
to her that there are relatively few old women lawyers
because until sometime in the early 1970s, only 3 percent
of the profession was female," Born said.
The two decided to create an oral history collection
of these women pioneers-now in their 60s, 70s, 80s,
and 90s-who opened the doors for other women in
the legal profession, and many of whom also "played a
significant role in the women's movement in those early
years," Born said.
"Linda and I have worked on it continuously together
since," she added.
Their original goal was to interview 100 women. The
project, run by the ABA Senior Lawyers Division and
the Commission on Women in the Profession, has so far
interviewed 81 women lawyers.
Transcripts of the interviews can be accessed on the ABA
Web site, and several video interviews also can be viewed on
C-SPAN. The Women Trailblazers in the Law Project is
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